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English Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act of 1875,
as to industrial disputes only, in England; and it is just as
true that it would be unconstitutional in this country, both
under the Federal and State constitutions. Yet the agitation
for this revolution in the common law has been successful
in Maryland, California, and Oklahoma, though, as has
been said, it does not appear that any cases have yet been
tried where the exception was pleaded in defence, still less
where the statute has been sustained as constitutional.

It is to be noted that the original English Act of 1875 only
did away with the criminal liability and left the victims of the
boycott or blacklist free to sue the combination for damages;
but by the "Trade Disputes Act," 6 Edward 7, chapter 47
(December 21, 1906) the following paragraph was added:

"An act done in pursuance of an agreement or combina-
tion by two or more persons shall, if done in contemplation
or furtherance of a trade dispute, not be actionable unless
the act, if done without any such agreement or combination,
would be actionable."

And also a clause as to picketing:

"It shall be lawful for one or more1 persons, acting on
their own behalf or on behalf of a trade-union or of an indi-
vidual employer or firm in contemplation or furtherance of
a trade dispute, to attend at or near a house or place where
a person resides or works or carries on business or happens
to be, if they so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully
obtaining or communicating information, or of peacefully
persuading any person to work or to abstain from working."

And another upon inducing the breaking of contracts, loss
of service:

"An act done by a person in contemplation or furtherance
of a trade dispute shall not be actionable on the ground only
that it induces some other person to break a contract of
employment or that it is an interference with the trade,
business, or employment of some other person, or with the
1 The italics are our own.